
LIBRARY PROGRAMMING AND 

THE DEVELOPING BRAIN 
School Age and Beyond 



MANY THEORIES; ONE CHILD 



PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

Puberty 











HOW DO PHYSICAL CHANGES AFFECT HOW 

CHILDREN USE THE LIBRARY? 

 



SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 



ECOLOGICAL SYSTEMS THEORY 

BRONFENBRENNER 



ERIKSON’S THEORY 



KOHLBERG 



HOW DO SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL CHANGES 

AFFECT HOW CHILDREN USE THE LIBRARY? 

 



COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT  

Abstract Thought 









PLAY THEORY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjwU

n-aA0VY 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjwUn-aA0VY
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HOW DO COGNITIVE CHANGES AFFECT 

HOW CHILDREN USE THE LIBRARY? 

 



EXECUTIVE FUNCTION 





ESSENTIAL LIFE SKILLS 

 

  

 FOCUS AND SELF CONTROL involves many executive functions of the brain: paying attention, 
remembering the rules and inhibiting one’s initial response in order to achieve a larger goal. 

 

 PERSPECTIVE TAKING requires inhibitory control (inhibiting our own thoughts and feeling to consider 
the perspectives of others); cognitive flexibility to see a situation in different ways; and reflection or the 
ability to consider someone else’s thinking alongside our own. 

 

 COMMUNICATING well involves reflecting upon the goal of what we want to communicate and inhibiting 
our point of view so we can understand the point of view of others, 

 

 MAKING CONNECTIONS begins with sorting and categorizing, understanding that one thing can stand 
for or represent another. Making multiple connections is a skill that becomes evident during the later 
preschool years and calls on working memory, inhibitory control and cognitive flexibility, 

 

 CRITICAL THINKING is the ongoing search for valid and reliable knowledge to guide beliefs, decisions and 
actions. 

 

 TAKING ON CHALLENGES 

 

 SELF-DIRECTED, ENGAGED LEARNING 

 

From Mind in the Making by Ellen Galinsky, HarperCollins, 2010. 

 







WORLD PEACE AND OTHER 4TH GRADE 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCq8V2EhYs0 
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HOW DO EXECUTIVE FUNCTION CHANGES 

AFFECT HOW CHILDREN USE THE LIBRARY? 

 



APPLY WHAT YOU LEARNED!! 



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

 http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/

002017.htm 

 http://www.pbs.org/parents/talkingwithkids/ageb

yage_5.html 

 http://www.stanfordchildrens.org/en/topic/default

?id=the-growing-child-school-age-6-to-12-years-

90-P02278 
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